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Sewerage Adoption Panel 
Meeting on 25 November 2020 at 12.00pm via MS Teams 

 
In attendance: 
Victor Olowe – Chair 
Kate Raybould – Secretary 

Nick Ayling – Thames Water  
Gary Boddington – Anglian Water  
Jenny Henman – Yorkshire Water  
Marcus Maughan – Redrow 
Richard Starritt – Severn Trent Water  
Alison Tregale – South West Water  
Karl Walker – Seddon 
Gavin Thorne – Barratt  
 
Apologies: 
Sam Vernon - Bellway 
 

 Item Action 

1 Introduction and Apologies  
 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. It was noted 
that the meeting was quorate, with the required number of 
representatives from both Sewerage Companies (SC) and 
developer members in attendance.  Apologies had been 
received from Sam Vernon. 

 

2 Declaration of Interests 
 
There were no interests to declare from any member. 

 

3 Waiver of notice and publication period 
 
The meeting had been convened urgently in order for the 
Panel to confirm its recommendation on the BPF change 
request to Ofwat, the deadline for which is December 2020.  
In light of the urgent nature of the meeting and the time 
constraints involved in reviewing the additional information 
discussed at the previous meeting, all members gave their 
consent to the waiver of the notice period for the meeting 
and the publication period for the additional documents in 
relation to the change proposal in accordance with the 
Panel’s Terms of Reference. 
 
It was noted that the time limits in the Terms of Reference 
should be reviewed in due course to ensure that they are 
practicable for the Panel for future meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Approval of minutes of Panel Meeting held on 22nd 
September 2020 
 
The minutes of the Panel Meeting held on 22nd September 
2020 were approved and there were no matters arising from 
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the minutes.  It was noted that the minutes would be 
published on the Water UK (WUK) website and that a copy 
would be sent to Ofwat as part of the Panel’s 
recommendation. 
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Consideration of the Water Research Centre (WRc) 
paper on the change proposal submitted by British 
Plastics Federation 
 
The Panel considered the paper prepared by WRc that it 
requested and the additional letter from BPF of 20 
November 2020.  It was noted that, in considering whether 
to recommend a change, the Panel must look at the 
principles of the Code and its Terms of Reference. In 
particular, the Panel must assess the request in terms of:   

(a) the need for the change, for example, is it a 
service improvement or is it needed to address a 
particular issue;   
(b) consistency with the principles and objectives of 
the Code, and any relevant statutory or regulatory 
requirements; and  
(c) the impact of the change (be it positive and/or 
negative) on Customers and on Sewerage 
Companies. 
 

It was noted that chambers up to a depth of 4m had 
previously been trialled, which provided the Panel some 
reassurance about the reasonableness of the change 
proposal. The Panel further noted that the WRc paper 
suggested that a change from 2m to 3m was likely to be of 
limited effect, particularly for SCs and developers. The 
Panel debated whether recommending the change 
proposal to Ofwat is justifiable in view of the suggested 
limited effect in the WRc paper.  
 
As BPF had made further representations regarding the 
health & safety issues, it was agreed that this should be 
considered further by WRc before making a 
recommendation to Ofwat.    
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Panel’s recommendation to Ofwat on change request 
submitted by British Plastics Federation 
 
The Panel considered the potential rationale for 
recommending a change, taking into account the principles 
of the Code and its Terms of Reference, as well as the need 
for consistency across the documentation and compliance 
with Building Regulations.   
 
It was further noted that the evidence from previous trials 
discussed by WRc supported chambers up to a depth of 
4m.  From an end user (meaning the owner or occupier of 
premises who receives a supply 
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of sewerage services from a relevant Sewerage Company 
or Licensed Retailer).point of view, it was also possible that 
a change to the depth could result in more chambers being 
put forward for adoption, which would mean that such 
customers would not have to maintain the asset 
themselves.  
 
The Panel noted that the Code permits changes in order to 
promote innovation; and the suggestion in the WRc paper  
is that the current depth requirements are highly restrictive. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that the potential health and 
safety issues should be considered further, based on the 
additional representations made by BPF just prior to the 
meeting and to follow up similar comments raised at the 
meeting on 22 September 2020. The Panel agreed that 
following receipt of further advice from WRc that Panel 
members would consult with their business health and 
safety teams and the change proposal  would also be raised 
with developer stakeholders at the Water Matters Forum in 
January 2021 (subject to Ofwat’s approval of an extension 
of the deadline to submit the recommendation) .  Further 
input would be sought from SCs via the WUK IPG, which is 
due to meet on 30th January 2021 (subject also to the 
agreed extension).   
 
In the light of this development, it was agreed that the Panel 
should write to Ofwat to request an extension of time to 
provide its recommendation, until the end of January 2021 
or later if feasible.  A further short meeting of the Panel 
would take place in January 2021 in order to review the 
outstanding issues and finalise the recommendation.  
 
The Panel accepted that some of proposed consultation 
suggested above might not be necessary, if further 
consideration of the health and safety implications did not 
raise any major issues of concern. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speak to H&S 
(all) 
Raise at WM 
Forum & IPG 
(GT & AT) 
 
Write to 
Ofwat (VO & 
KR) 

7 AOB 
 
The Panel noted that it is required to prepare a budget for 
its activities for approval by WUK by the end of the year.  
The Chair and Secretary will circulate a draft budget for 
comment by the Panel before it is submitted to WUK.   
 
The Panel agreed that it should publicise its role and 
increase its stakeholder engagement, particularly to ensure 
that developers are well-represented within the Panel’s 
work.  WUK’s annual Developers Day and the Water 
Matters Forum would be useful.  A cost element for 
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communications and stakeholder engagement would 
therefore be included in the draft budget. 

 


